
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Ramsey
Winch Clutch Operation

● What: The SOP outlines the correct steps for safe and effective operation of Ramsey
winches, focusing on clutch engagement and towing procedures.

● Why: Following these procedures ensures operator safety, prevents equipment damage,
and extends the winch’s service life.

● When: This SOP should be followed each time the Ramsey winch is used, especially for
towing operations, with regular checks for maintenance needs.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Ramsey Winch Operation
1. Safety Preparation

○ Understand that any device combining power and movement poses a potential
danger if misused.

2. Preparing the Winch for Towing
○ Run the winch in the "pay-out" direction until the load is off the cable.

(Warning: do not disengage the clutch under load!)
○ Alternatively:

■ Disengage the clutch.
■ With the handle in the disengaged position, the cable may now be

free-spooled from the drum.
3. Securing the Winch Hook

○ Attach the winch hook securely to the vehicle to be towed.
○ Ensure that the connection is stable and properly secured.

4. Engaging the Clutch
○ Engage the clutch before running the winch.
○ Operate the winch in the "pay-out" direction until the drum starts turning.

■ This verifies full clutch engagement.
○ Note: To engage the clutch, run the winch in reverse until the clutch handle

snaps fully into the “ENGAGED” position. DO NOT attempt to pull a load until the
handle is fully at the “ENGAGED” position.

To maximize the efficiency and longevity of your Ramsey Winch, it’s essential to avoid partially
engaging the clutch, which can lead to serious issues. Partially engaged clutches can damage
the clutch mechanism and drum, potentially causing an unexpected load drop that poses risks
to both operators and equipment. Performing routine inspections is also critical; regular
maintenance checks help catch wear and tear early, ensuring smooth operation and extending
the winch's service life. For optimal results, always follow Ramsey Winch’s operating guidelines
to ensure safe, productive, and long-lasting performance.



Ensure your winch is always ready for the job—schedule regular maintenance and review our
comprehensive operation guidelines today.

Ramsey Winch Operation FAQs

1. What should I do if the clutch is not fully engaging when preparing to tow?

Ensure the winch is running in the "pay-out" direction or that the clutch is properly disengaged
for manual line pulling. If the drum does not start turning after engaging the clutch, check for any
maintenance issues or wear on the clutch mechanism before proceeding.

1. Why is it important to avoid partial clutch engagement?

Partial clutch engagement can damage the clutch mechanism and the winch drum. This may
also result in a sudden and dangerous loss of load during operation. Always ensure the clutch is
fully engaged before starting any winching to maintain safety and equipment longevity.

1. How often should I perform maintenance checks on the winch?

Regular maintenance checks should be performed based on usage frequency and environment.
Before each use, conduct a visual inspection to ensure the winch and clutch are in good
condition, and follow all operating guidelines to maximize the winch's safe and productive
service life.

Ramsey Winch Operation Checklist
● Have I reviewed all safety precautions for using powered devices?
● Have I prepared the winch by running it in the pay-out direction or disengaging the

clutch to pull the line out manually?
● Is the winch hook securely attached to the vehicle to be towed?
● Is the clutch fully engaged before beginning the winching process?
● Did I confirm the drum is turning to verify full clutch engagement?
● Am I certain the clutch is fully engaged and properly maintained to prevent

unexpected release?
● Have I avoided partial clutch engagement to prevent damage or sudden load loss?
● Did I complete a routine inspection of the winch for any maintenance needs?


